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Ashburton Model Railway Exhibition  
By The Editor  
  
 
 

On Saturday the 3rd of July I had a very enjoyable day 
trip with fellow club member Alfie Wilson to the bi-
annual Trains on the Plains Model Railway Exhibi-
tion.  After a pleasant drive down to Ashburton a very 
enjoyable day followed.  The exhibition was well or-
ganised with a very good range of layouts on display.  
It was possible to see anything from TT to G Scale.  
As per the tradition our club’s Buy Sell and Exchange 
was present at the show.  
 
On that note: has any item every been exchanged for 
another item on the club Buy Sell and Exchange Ta-
ble? Now that is something for members who have 
been around longer then I have to ponder.  Having 
been a part of the organising  committee of the recent 
convention here in Christchurch has helped me to get 
know many members of the wider local Model Rail-
way community.  So it was good to catch up with 
some familiar faces many of them who are from 
Christchurch.   On that note it would be difficult not to 
mention fellow club member Robert Read who is one 
of the organises of the show.  
 
Before having a pleasant dinner at The Plains Railway 
and Historical Museum, myself and others took the 
chance to view the one to one scale prototype.  The 
star of the show was a JA 1260.  The meal was tasty 
country style food.  The scramble for desert  had me  
wondering if it was the Great Depression era of New 
Zealand rather then the year 2010!  Ha ha! 
 
Finally, this year’s Ashburton show reminded me how 
well the South Island is served by the Model Railway 
community in terms of such shows one can go to.  If 
one lives in Christchurch, it is possible to go to the 
Big Model Train Show every year without having to 
make a road trip.  On a bi-annual basis, both the Ti-
maru and the Ashburton exhibitions can be attended as 
day trips.  
 
A weekend away more your cup of tea?   Well then it 
is possible to see our great hobby on display anywhere 
from Nelson to Invercargill at various times. 
 

 

Above  the club  Buy Sell and Exchange Table being manned 
by keen  volunteers Alan Guy and Graham Boot .  All photos 

courtesy of Alfie Wilson .  

Action on the  Lyttelton  layout . 
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More on DCC 
 

This below, came off a newsgroup that I subscribe to. It further reinforces what I wrote about last month. 
Douglas Harrison. 

 

As a known user of DCC I regularly get asked which system to purchase. 
A few questioners desire high capacity systems and I recommend they look at the Digitrax Super Chief, NCE 
Powerhouse Pro and the top of the line Lenz system. I simply offer assistance in pointing out the difference in 
features that they might like to consider as all these systems are known reliable and offer the basics they need. 
If it is to be used as a club system I then suggest they consider the NCE for reasons outlined further on. 
 
Most questioners however don't have need of the higher capacity systems and are often on a tighter budget. I 
find many are like me. They have layouts with one or more loops where they can let trains run unattended and 
they also want to do some shunting at the same time in a yard. Most times they are operating on their own but 
they want to allow a friend or two to have a play sometimes. 
 
For these smaller systems I suggest they consider a choice between the Digitrax Zephyr, the NCE Powercab 
and the MRC Prodigy Advance. 
 
Bob Comerford 
DCC4EVERYONE@yahoogroups.com 
 
 

Ashburton Train Show. By Douglas Harrison 
 

 This is the first local show that I have attended outside of Ch-Ch. I was asked to assist with the layout 
Lyttelton, which is run by Skilwise. A very enjoyable weekend, with a top notch dinner on the Saturday eve-
ning. It would have been the best that I have ever had. Hats off to the ladies who organized and did all the hard 
work. 
 The layout ran very well over the weekend, only occasional glitches, put down to operator error, but one 
problem was a really good one, a decoder that let all the smoke escape and as a result stopped working. The 
loco motor was that hot you could not put your fingers on it and the flywheels were much hotter and had acted 
as a heat sink. No one has come up with a probable cause, other than a major short in the loco wiring. Track 
voltage and amperage appeared to be within tolerances, although track voltage was at 12.8v instead of the ex-
pected 16v. Did that contribute to the problem?? not sure.. Any way included is a image of the decoder and 
hopefully you will be able to see the hole in one of the chips..   

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Destroyed chip!!!   
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Working on my Railroad 
By Douglas Harrison 

 

 Hi and here we are in the midst  of Winter, or it feels very much like it after a month in June, in Australia. 
Had five nights in Melbourne, visited the well known hobby shops, plus relocated one of my favourites that had shifted to 
a place that was not accessible, very readily, by public transport. This is 
Rail “n” Thusiast, 1113 Riversdale Road, Surrey Hills, Vi. 3127. 
If you are ever in Melbourne and wish to visit, then catch the #70 tram, in Flinders street, showing a destination of Wattle 
Park, then get off at stop #61. In fact you cannot go any further as it is the last stop. The shop is about two from the tram 
stop. They used to be in Canterbury Road, Surrey Hills, which was a train ride and a walk of about six blocks. The new 
shop is bigger, better and brighter and is full of Model Railway gear for all the popular scales.. 
 
After that it was twenty one nights at Broad Beach, on the Gold Coast. This was a kick back and blog out time, with occa-
sional trips to the popular malls, in the area. One point of interest was Harvey Norman having a two day, weekend sale, 
the last week we were there. Imagine an area twice the size of our Convention Centre, would give you some idea of the 
size of the show. Bought a couple of small goodies. Had to, as there was not much room in the suitcases. 
After that up to Brisbane for three nights. Once again visited my favourite shop, Austral Models, at Fairland Str. Another 
shop with a very big range of items. Needs a good tidy up, as items are put in the first empty spot on the shelves. No sense 
of order at all. But if you are prepared to spend time searching, you will unearth some interesting items. 
 
The only items I bought were a box car, hopper car, two building kits and a couple of Details West, Headlamp Cluster kits 
for my SP SD9 loco’s. 
 
Having got that out of the way, lets get onto what’s been happening. Firstly, not much has been done, but after writing 
last month, about a problem with smoke escaping from a point motor, I finally tracked down what happened. After pull-
ing the motor out and stripping it down and finding that this was not the problem, caused a bit of head scratching. A test 
on the ground signal, control by the motor, showed what the problem was. LED’s do not like 12v across them. If I had 
checked that first, then I would not be facing the task of replacing  the motor, which is under the layout and a very fine 
spring wire has to be feed up through the tie bar of the point and at the same time I have to attach the motor to the under-
side of the baseboard. I think a couple of strips of double sided tape will assist with that matter!! One hopes..Other than 
the cold days, this is the major reason why I have been procrastinating, for the last couple of weeks, on when to refit the 
motor!!  

Photo of The Month  
Photo courtesy of Alfie Wilson              

Editors note the Alaska series missed a beat this month due to the time the editor spend on holiday . 
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Images Taken on the 16.5 Layout 
All models by Roger Bennett's.  Photos by Doug Harrison 

                   

                   

           

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

                   

   

   

 

  

  

  

Some of the work that Roger has done on improving the NZR section. More foliage on the hill over the tunnel 

mouth, plus more ground cover laid.  Stock yard repositioned from against the aisle, to between the main line 

and yard. 

Improvement’s to the station and platform area. Note the lamp, now in place.  Looks good!!

Roger’s Gt model’s just make it.  There have been some slight mod’s to the over bridge and the tunnel mouth, so 

that these wagons can negotiate the layout. This area has been the only major problem!!! 
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There are 8 categories: (1) = LOCOMOTIVES (5) = STRUCTURES  
 (2) = ROLLING STOCK (6) = DIORAMAS 
 (3) = SCRATCH BUILT (7) = PHOTOS 
 (4) = TRAIN CONSIST (8) = MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 NOTES: 

All entries must be entrirely your own work. 
For categories (1)-(5), items that are straight out of the box, are not eligible to compete.   To enter, it must be modified in some way. 
      eg: kit-bashed, super detailed, partly scratch built, or repainted. 
If you have built a body for a loco or wagon, and used a commercial under-frame, you can enter it into either rolling stock (if it’s a wagon) 

or locomotives, even scratch built. 
(1)  LOCOMOTIVES:  Must be able ot run under their own power – running qualities will make up part of the judges assessment of entry 
(5)  STRUCTURES: eg: station  buildings, wayside sheds, bridges.   All of the above, can be made of any material. 
(6)  DIORAMAS:   A small scenic area with or without buildings.   NOT TOO BIG PLEASE!   You can enter a scene that you have cre-

ated as an integral part of one of the club layouts  (it does not have to be removed from the layout to be eligible for entry on competition 
night!) 

(7)  PHOTOS:  A railway photo depicting something to do with the prototype or model (limited to 4 per person) 
(8)  MISCELLANEOUS:  Anything that is not covered in the other categories, eg: vehicles, electronics, etc.. 
 

PRIZES:          CERTIFICATES  FOR 1st, 2nd, 3rd 

TROPHY’S FOR:  BEST ROLLING STOCK.  BEST SCRATCH BUILT. 

 BEST N.Z.R MODEL BEST IN SHOW      
 

 To enter this competition, just bring your entry to the meeting as early as possible after 7:00pm on Monday 1st September 

Cold winter nights!   A great time to get serious with your competition entries - you have 4 weeks at your disposal!  Have a go! 
  

                           Laurie Barrett, Competition Convenor  Ph322 7214     

       

     ANNOUNCING  OUR  ANNUAL  GCMRC 

COMPETITION  NIGHT  2010COMPETITION  NIGHT  2010  
Monday 6 September (Entries close 8:00pm) 

It's nearly TrainZ time again! 
 

The main theme for this year's TrainZ weekend will be Planning and Building a Layout.  The programme includes vis-
its to three layouts and numerous clinics on planning and building that dream layout.  We hasten to add that the weekend 
won't all be about layout building, though.  There will also be a session of practical workshops demonstrating a range of 
modelling skills and offering hands-on opportunities, plus one or two clinics on non-layout topics.  We also have some 
activities planned for the Saturday evening, and for the first time this year we are inviting cottage industry-type traders. 
 

• As usual, all scales all prototypes 
• Date: August 14/15 
• Time: 9:00am to 5:00pm each day plus Saturday evening 
• Place: Centennial Hall, Lyttelton St (near Pioneer Leisure Centre), Christchurch 
• Registration (pay at the door): $25 both days, $15 one day (Junior $15/$10). Registration includes lunch each day 

and morning/afternoon teas 
• Trade table, registration + $10. 

 
Come along and be inspired!   For further details, see the promotional flyer on the next page. 

New rule changes for our annual club competition 
 

Competition Convenor Laurie Barrett is looking forward to another great club Competition Night next month.  The qual-
ity of the entries just keeps on getting better.  Two rule changes have been recently passed by the Committee and these  
will apply to this year’s event: 
 

• Entries in all categories must be entirely your the work of the entrant. 
• All entries in the locomotive category will be tested and for their running qualities on a test track on the night and 

assessed by the judges as part of  their overall judging of each item. 
 

The results of this year’s competition will be published in the October Sleeper. 
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Not only ….. but also! 
Christchurch Tramway Stage 1 Extension - Report # 7 

Not only ….. but also! 
Christchurch Tramway Stage 1 Extension - Report # 7 

Work is progressing rapidly at the Oxford Strip project site (as reported in last month’s Sleeper) with the first run of track 
almost completed between the Hereford St and Worcester Boulevard intersections.  Foundation preparations are well in 
hand for the new junction with the existing Worcester Boulevard loop track.  And that I thought would have been it for 
this report but for the discovery of a new construction site located at the City Mall / High St dual track railheads. 
 In addition to tramway 
track installation, this project 
(which commenced on Monday 
12 July) includes street en-
hancements that will include 
new road profiles, paving and 
kerb lay-out, outdoor dining 
spaces, furniture and tree re-
placement between Cashel and 
Lichfield Streets.  It is antici-
pated this section of High St 
will remain closed to traffic for 
a total construction period last-
ing 8 weeks.   As can be seen 
last week’s photos below, work 
is proceeding at a good pace 
with the first sections of rail 
already laid and jointed to the 
previously laid cross-over for-
mation.  Sections of the original 
tram rails have been exposed as contractors remove the current paving but the new reduced levels require their removal.   
 Continuation of the Stage 1 tramway route in Lichfield St, Poplar Lane, Tuam St & High St (back to Lichfield) is 
also scheduled to start this month.  This work includes construction of a traffic safety feature for the tram in Lichfield St 
(in regard to the one-way traffic flow) and was approved by Christchurch City Council at the end of last June.             DSK  
 
 

Above: If you look carefully where surface water has collected, you can see the original  
tram tracks that have (surprisingly for their age) have been laid directly onto concrete. 

Both photos above: Code 100 to code 55?  Special transition sections join the recently laid 
heavy City Mall track to the lighter concrete-embedded rail used for street installations.  

 



 

First Monday 
Every Wednesday 
Second Monday 
Third Monday 
Third Tuesday 
Fourth Monday 
Fifth Monday 

 

Allan Guy 

Club meeting, with a guest speaker 
Gulf, Columbus & Midland Rail renovation 
Project night 
Project night 
Committee meeting, GCMRC 
Running night 
To be advised 
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GCMRC DIARY 
Please diary the following dates: 

  
 

Until 20 August 
(Mon – Fri) 

All Aboard, The Ernie Webber Railway Collection 
Special Collections, de Beer Gallery, 1st Floor, Central University Library, University of Otago 
Or visit on-line http://www.library.otago.ac.nz/exhibitions/all_aboard/index.html 

1 August Event Sunday – Ferrymead Heritage Park Steam Train Running 

1 August The Toy & Collectors Fair, Minehead Station, Somerset www.wsr.org.uk 

2 August GCMRC club night 

7-8 August Steam Fayre & Vintage Vehicle Rally, WSRA Fields, Norton Fitzwarren, Tauton 

8 August Christchurch to Arthurs Pass return www.mainlinesteam.co.nz sold out 

9 August Project night 

14-15 August TraiNZ 2010, Centennial Hall, Lyttelton St. peterr@inet.net.nz 

16 August Project night 

17 August GCMRC committee meeting 

23 August Running night 

30 August Project night 

4-5 September Midland Mountaineer, Christchurch to Greymouth return  www.mainlinesteam.co.nz 

5 September Event Sunday – Ferrymead Heritage Park Steam Train Running 

6 September Club night – Competition night 

12 September Christchurch to Arthurs Pass return www.mainlinesteam.co.nz 

12 September 70th Anniversary of Battle of Britain Wigram Air Force Museum, 
 in association with Canterbury History Foundation 

12 September Daffodil Day, Carterton Railway Station 

13-17 September The Return of the Tornado.  60163 visits West Somerset Railway  www.wsr.org.uk 

19 September Camp Quality Truck Show, Richard Johnston, johnstontruckingltd@xtra.co.nz 

2-3 October The BIG Model Train Show, Pioneer Leisure Centre, Lyttleton St, Chch www.trainshow.co.nz 

3 October Event Sunday – Ferrymead Heritage Park Steam Train Running 

4 October Club night – Exhibition shakedown 

10 – 24 October The Long Lap – The Northern Run  Classic Commercial tour- Wellington to Auckland, finishing in Feilding 
Labour Weekend Ray Reid, fiandray@slingshot.co.nz or John Sime LITTLE.JOHN@xtra.co.nz 

16-17 October British Railway Modellers of Australia Annual Convention 2010   
Dingley International Hotel, Boundary Road, Dingley, Vic 3172   www.brma2010.gccdrailway.org 

21-31 October Beca Heritage Week, On the Horizon: Rediscover the Settlement of Our City 

23-24 October Great Little Train Show, SSME club grounds & Southland Badminton Hall, Surrey Park, Invercargill 
Southland Society of Model Engineers, Wendy Metcalfe  Wendy.Metcalfe@southerncrosshospitals.co.nz 

23-25 October HMRC Hamilton Gardens Exhibition – swap meet 24 October only 
Hamilton Model Railway Club, Ian Bisset, ianandangie20@xtra.co.nz 

24-25 October Event Weekend – Ferrymead Heritage Park Major Event 

29 October – 
1 November 

Steam Incorporated Steam Excursion behind JA1271 Wellington to New Plymouth return for Taranaki Rhodo-
dendron & Garden Festival  Book with Kiwi Tours ph 0800 868 754, www.kiwitoursltd.co.nz 

1 November Club night Gavin Muir “Digital Image Enhancing for Model Railways” 

7 November Event Sunday – Ferrymead Heritage Park Major Event 

12-14 November Pokaka 26 Cultural Convocation, Taylor Memorial Lodge, State Highway 4, Pokaka, 
pokaka09@vodofone.co.nz  Or see Robin Knight 

5 December Event Sunday – Ferrymead Heritage Park Major Event 

6 December Open night to all modellers 

21–23 Jan   2011 Wings over Wairarapa, Hood Aerodrome, Masterton 

12-13 Mar, 2011 2011 NZ Garden Railway Convention, convention2011@clear.net.nz   
http://www.culcreuchfold.org.nz/waikato2011.htm 

19-20 Mar 2011 Cromwell Model Railway Exhibition, Cromwell Memorial Hall  Andrew Snodgrass, danda@kol.co.nz 

12-15 May, 2011 National N Scale Convention, Sunnybrooke Convention Centre   Hume Highway, Warwick Farm, NSW 
http://convention2011.nscale.org.au 

4-6 June 2011 AMRA, Hawkes Bay 



 

Garden City Model Railroad Club IncGarden City Model Railroad Club Inc. 

Views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the Garden City Model Railroad Club or its members 

The Sunday Roster for Aug The Sunday Roster for Aug -- Sept 2010 Sept 2010  
Hours are from 10:30am ~ 4:30pm   Feel free to swap days amongst yourselves . Sweep the floor and clean the windows in 

the 16.5 area . 
Please arrange a substitute if you are unable to attend 

Contact others on your roster to ensure key holders will be available on time 
Don't forget to sign the roster book (upstairs) 

 

Deadline for contributions for Sept 2010 Sleeper: 
 

Wed 1 Sept 2010  
 
 

If you have a contribution, contact Luke at luke583@gmail.com 

 

Stephen Ball   President  389 8800  s.ball@paradise.net.nz  

Kabita Whale   Secretary  329 7914  mobydick@ihug.co.nz 

Tiny Walker Treasurer  021 145 8532  

Steve Ball  16.5 layout   389 8800  s.ball@paradise.n et.nz  

Roger Bennetts  Building   342 9707  roger-ben@xtra.co.nz  

Graham Boot   Building  981 6660   

Malcolm Cotter  N gauge Layout. Exhibitions    359 2033  mrcotter@amcom.co.nz  

Allan Guy  Ferrymead Park Liaison  383 0760  aguy@xtra.co.nz  

Luke Herbert   Taylor Layout   021 104 9216  luke583@gmail.com  

Ian Ristrom   Membership  355 2940  patsyandian@xtra.co.nz  

Bernie Rose   Museum  384 4559  bernie.rose@clear.net.nz 

Laurie Barrett Buy, Sell & Exchange   322 7214 lebarrett@xtra.co.nz 

 

August 1st Allan Guy Stephen Ball Pono Te Aha 

August 8th  Malcolm Cotter Howard Shears Roger Bennetts 

August 15th Richard Poff Murray Hobbs Gordon Pinchin 

August 22nd Karl Marshall John Wilson Tom Tomlinson 

August 29th  Allan Guy Bernie Rose Laurie Barrett 

Sept 5th Richard Poff  Doug Harrison Graham Boot 

Sept 12th Gordin Pinchin Murray Hobbs Pono Te Aha 

Sept 19th  Malcolm Cotter Howard Shears Roger Bennetts 

Sept 26th Allan Guy Stephen Ball Gordon Pinchin 
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